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MR. MAY'S REMARKS 

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AM. PEACE SOCIETY. 

Mr. President, — I rise not to make a speech, but merely to offer a reso- 
lution which was to have been presented and advocated by another gentleman, 
the Rev. Baron Stow, of this city. You will not regret more than I do, 
that I appear here in his stead. 

Resolved, That the cause of peace, as an important but long-neglected part of the 
gospel, demands at present special attention from the whole Christian community. 

If, Sir, we were sincere in our assent to the resolution that has just been 
passed,* we shall not hesitate to give to the one now before us a unanimous 
vote. Surely, if the cause of peace be preeminently evangelical, it deserves, 
nay, demands, the special attention of all Christiaus. That it has been long 
neglected, only increases the urgency of its claims upon us now. But it will 
not be enough that we here vote, and that our fellow-Christians elsewhere 
assent to the declaration, that the cause of peace is an important part of the 
gospel. It is necessary we should deeply, feel how important it is, and em- 
brace its principles. Evils of a most malignant nature and fearful magnitude 
have overspread the Christian world (as it is called), because the professed 
disciples of Jesus have rejected or overlooked the pacific precepts and spirit of 
their Master. I am not willing to say merely, with the resolution, that the 
establishment of universal and permanent peace upon earth is an important 
part, I say it is an essential part of the gospel. Where there is no peace, 
there is no Christianity. And the great purpose of Christ's mission is accom- 
plished only so far as men are persuaded to abandon all the arts of war, and 
live together as brethren. 

Allow me to say, Mr. President, that I am not pleased with the limitations 
put upon the objects of this association by the Annual Report just read.t We 
can effect nothing, if we aim only to abolish international wars. We must 
aim at the root of the evil, — aim to extirpate the spirit of war from the hearts 
of men (from our own hearts first of all), — the spirit of revenge, hatred, mal- 
ice. We profess to be disciples of one who suffered injuries far greater than 
we are exposed to, with patience, forbearance, forgiveness, and who even 
gave up his life for the good of his enemies. Sir, it is only so far as we have 
and manifest his spirit, that we can be instrumental in the advancement of his 
cause. 

I know it i3 said, and said truly, that Christ came into the world to reconcile 
men to God. But this can be done, Sir, only by reconciling them to one an- 
other. For we can love God only so far as we love our fellow-men. A man 
may say, "I love God," while he hateth his brother. But such a man de- 
ceiveth his own soul. " He is a liar. For if he loveth not his brother, whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God, whom he hath not seen ?" No adoration 
of the lips, no oblations, no sacrifices, are any evidence of piety in him who is 
at enmity with his neighbor. "If thou bring thy gift to the altar," said our 
Lord, " and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar; first go and be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift." 

I know not how to labor in this cause, Sir, but by inculcating these funda- 
mental principles. When these principles are embraced by men, all private 
and public wars will cease. It was the mission of Jesus to inculcate these 

* The one advocated by Rev. Mr. Winslow. 

t Our excellent friend mistook the tenor of the Report, as the abstract read was very 
brief. 
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principles in his preaching, and to illustrate and enforce them in his life and 
death. Thus did he lay the foundation of the kingdom of heaven, the king- 
dom of peace. Upon that foundation we must build. 

One word more, Sir. There are reasons, as the resolution before you inti- 
mates, why the principles of peace should be urged upon men with especial 
diligence, at this present time. In almost all the Christian nations, knowledge 
is now busily disseminated among the people; and knowledge is power for 
evil, as well as for good. If the people, who have been oppressed, shall be 
brought to perceive the extent of their wrongs, and to appreciate their rights, 
without being at the same time taught the more excellent way of redressing 
their grievances, will they not fly to the too common way of revenge, blood- 
shed, war ? Nothing else can be expected. 

And O, Sir, in our own guilty land, what must we look for, if the spirit of 
peace be not diffused among the millions who are enslaved, and the hundreds 
of thousands who have embraced their cause ? What else, but servile and 
civil war ? To avert this dread catastrophe, all the Christians in our land 
should labor with their might. In the view of men it may seem impossible to 
avert it; but with God all things are possible. Let us labor in faith, and in 
the spirit of him who came, as the angelic choir proclaimed, to bring peace on 
earth, and good-will towards men. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

1. The Criminality, Cowardice, and Cure of Duelling. By Rev. Charles 
Hoover, Newark, N. J. National Preacher for May, 1838. 

We have room only for a brief analysis of this bold and well-argued dis- 
course. The author aims to show, " that the duel is murder by the law of 
God and of man; and that it is murder invested with all those circumstances 
which can render it cold-blooded and atrocious." 1. The law of God is clear 
and decisive against it as murder. 2. "Duel is murder by the settled princi- 
ples of human law." Proved by quotations from Blackstone, Russell, and 
Foster. 3. It is murder peculiarly atrocious, because deliberate. 4. It in- 
cludes " the double guilt of murder and suicide." 5. It is murder " under 
pretexts eminently hypocritical." 6. It is accompanied with cowardice — " a 
code for cowards." 7. It is " murder without the remotest prospect of gain- 
ing the alleged end." 8. "The duellist is a murderer by profession," 9. 
The principles of the duellist are without a parallel despotic, sanguinary, and 
subversive of all government. 

The author next urges, as a cure for duelling, " the cultivation of deep-seat- 
ed reverence for law;" — the correction of public sentiment, constraining the 
civil authorities to execute the laws against duelling; — the diffusion of right 
views, the exertion of a right influence on the subject, by the press, by the 
pulpit, by politicians of every school, by parents and teachers. All under 
thi3 head might be included in the formation of a correct, efficacious public 
sentiment. 

We have no space for extracts; but we could not help observing, in the 
perusal of this excellent discourse, how applicable most of its arguments are to 
the kindred practice of war, the custom of national duelling, the origin and 
support of private duels. Abolish the former, and the latter will cease at 
once ; but never so long as the former is kept in countenance. 

2. The Law of Honor ; A Discourse occasioned by the recent Duel in 
Washington. By Henry Ware, Jr. 1838. 

A discourse of much beauty, well adapted to the class of minds to whom it 



